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November Issue 2023-2024

Superintendent’s Message
Dear Tri-Valley Families and Community Partners,

I am excited to share with you our first Guidepost of the 23-24 School Year. 
Tri-Valley has had an incredible beginning to our school year.  The first few months
of our school year have included many celebrations that have further connected us to
our community family.  We are truly unique in the close partnerships we have with
our community partners and we look forward to continuing that this school year.

Our opening this year has focused on building relationships with our students and
staff. We have set the bar high with academic rigor and are offering students multiple
pathways to graduation.  The physical and emotional safety of our students and staff
continues to be a priority and we monitor our effectiveness daily, striving to always
improve. 

As we transition to the late fall and winter months, we are mindful of the changes in
the weather.  When inclement weather does arise, we will follow the same process we
did last year and consult with our highway departments and our bus garage to ensure
that we are safe to transport and open school. Every decision is made out of an
abundance of caution. If at any time, school is open and you deem it unsafe for your
children to travel to school, it is your right to keep them home.  

I am looking forward to the progress we continue to make and thank you for being
part of our journey.

With Bear Pride,

Erin Long
Superintendent of Schools
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F R O M  T H E  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L :

R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  m o n t h s ,  I  w a n t  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  s i n c e r e  p r i d e  a n d
g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  s t a f f ,  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  f a m i l i e s  o f  T r i - V a l l e y !  T o g e t h e r ,  w e
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p e r s e v e r e ,  a n d  I  e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y o n e  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  o u r  s u c c e s s e s
a n d  c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  a h e a d .  

W e  k i c k e d  o f f  o u r  s c h o o l  y e a r  w i t h  H o m e c o m i n g  e v e n t s .   T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  m a n y
s t a f f  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  h e l p e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  w e e k  a  h u g e
s u c c e s s .   S t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a n d  c e l e b r a t e d  a l l  w e e k  l o n g ,  w i t h  t h e  w e e k  e n d i n g
F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  w i t h  a  f a n t a s t i c  P e p  R a l l y  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  h o m e  s o c c e r  g a m e ,  a
p o w d e r  p u f f  g a m e ,  a n d  e n d i n g  F r i d a y  n i g h t  w i t h  o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  B o n f i r e .   S a t u r d a y ,   
b r e a k f a s t  w a s  s e r v e d  t o  s t u d e n t s ,  w e  h o s t e d  o u r  V a r s i t y  f o o t b a l l  g a m e ,  a n d  e n d e d
t h e  d a y  w i t h  t h e  e v e r - p o p u l a r  H o m e c o m i n g  d a n c e .  S t u d e n t s  m a d e  m e m o r i e s  t h a t
w i l l  l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e .   T h e  e n t i r e  w e e k  w a s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  T r i - V a l l e y
B e a r s !  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r ,  w e  w i l l  h a v e  m a n y  m o r e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o .  W e
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e d i c a t e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  h i g h  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d a r d s  t h r o u g h  i n n o v a t i v e
t e a c h i n g ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t  n e e d s  t o
e n s u r e  o u r  s t u d e n t s '  s u c c e s s .   

A s  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  m o n t h s  a h e a d ,  w e  d o  s o  w i t h  o p t i m i s m  a n d  e x c i t e m e n t .
T h i s  s c h o o l  y e a r  h o l d s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h ,  s h a r e d  a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  a n d
u n f o r g e t t a b l e  m e m o r i e s .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  t o  e m b r a c e  n e w
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  l a i d  f o r  a  g r e a t  y e a r  o f
g r o w t h  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  

A m a n d a  E b e r l y  
P r i n c i p a l  
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Dear Families,

Six weeks down, and we are back in full swing. The classrooms and hallways look great with
authentic student work, and the children are learning and having increased academic stamina.
If you have not yet heard of our one-year pilot program, there have been some significant
changes to the Elementary School. Ms. Williams is now the Director of the Multi-Tiered System
of Support and Grants (MTSS Director), and I am excited to have been promoted to Acting
Principal.

Every day, I see smiling faces, laughing, and all the learning happening in the classrooms.
Students are developing their literacy skills, learning math, wondering about science, social
studies, and learning all the other humanities we offer.

Learning stops when students are absent. We set a goal of a 94% attendance rate this year. We
are close to our goal but strive for it to be higher. Remember, 13 absences a year from UPK-
12th grade is equivalent to missing an entire year of school.  If your child is not in school, they
are not learning. So unless they are sick, we want to see their smiling faces daily.

By the time you read this, our STEAM after-school program will be in full spring, and our band
and chorus will prepare for their holiday performance. I look forward to seeing you at the
parent-teacher conference on November 15th.

Our Bears keep making us proud with our BEARS Expectations
Behavior
Effort
Attitude
Responsibility
Success

Yours Truly,
Rich Bebenroth
Acting Principal  

FROM THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
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CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION UPDATE
Welcome back to a new school year at Tri-
Valley! We hope you and your child are
excited about the year ahead, as we embark
on a journey of learning, growth, and
discovery. Our goal is to provide your child
with the tools and strategies they need to
succeed academically, and we believe that
fostering effective study habits is a vital part
of that process.

As the school year progresses, your child will
be presented with a wide range of subjects
and curriculum that will challenge them to
expand their knowledge and understanding.
To ensure their success, we will be
introducing a variety of study strategies that
will not only help them retain information but
also develop valuable skills that will benefit
them throughout their academic journey.

Our initial series of study strategies will be
drawn from the valuable resources provided
by www.learningscientists.org. This is an
organization known for its research-based
approach to effective learning and studying.
These strategies have been proven to facilitate
learning and improve retention of
information, giving your child an edge in their
educational endeavors. Here's a glimpse of
what your child will be learning: SPACED
PRACTICE.

By implementing these research-based study
strategies, your child will not only excel
academically but will also acquire invaluable
skills for lifelong learning. We believe that
these techniques will set them on a path to
academic success and prepare them for the
challenges that lie ahead.

Submitted by: Frank Snyder, Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum, Instruction &
Assessment 

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  c h i l d ' s
e d u c a t i o n a l  j o u r n e y  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  y o u  t o  h e l p  t h e m
t h r i v e .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r
n e e d  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t
h e s i t a t e  t o  c o n t a c t  u s .

R e a d  m o r e  a b o u t  s p a c i n g  a s  a  s t u d y
s t r a t e g y :  
S p a c i n g  y o u r  s t u d y :
h t t p : / / w w w . l e a r n i n g s c i e n t i s t s . o r g / b l o g
/ 2 0 1 6 / 7 / 2 1 - 1
S p a c i n g  i n  t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c e :
h t t p : / / w w w . l e a r n i n g s c i e n t i s t s . o r g / b l o g
/ 2 0 1 6 / 4 / 1 2 - 1  
B e n j a m i n ,  A .  S . ,  &  T u l l i s ,  J .  ( 2 0 1 0 )
W h a t  m a k e s  d i s t r i b u t e d  p r a c t i c e
e f f e c t i v e ?  C o g n i t i v e  P s y c h o l o g y ,  6 1 ,
2 2 8 - 2 4 7 .



N O V E M B E R  I S S U E EDUCATING STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS IN A CHANGING WORLD

P A G E  5  Tri-Valley Central School District / November 2023 / www.trivalleycsd.org  

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

NURSES NEWS

J o i n  t h e  D a n i e l  P i e r c e  L i b r a r y  a n d  G r a h a m s v i l l e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  f o o d
d r i v e  c o m m u n i t y  g i v e b a c k  d o n a t i o n  p r o g r a m  b y  d o n a t i n g  t o  o u r  l o c a l  f o o d  p a n t r y
l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  G r a h a m s v i l l e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  n o w  t h r o u g h  N o v e m b e r  1 6 ,
2 0 2 3 .  T h e  t w o  d o n a t i o n  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  D a n i e l  P i e c e  L i b r a r y  d u r i n g  n o r m a l
o p e r a t i n g  h o u r s  a n d  t h e  G r a h a m s v i l l e  R e f o r m e d  C h u r c h .  A l l  d o n a t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e
p l a c e d  i n s i d e  a t  e a c h  l o c a t i o n .  S o m e  e x a m p l e s  o f  f o o d  p a n t r y  n e e d s  i n c l u d e :  p e a n u t
b u t t e r ,  j e l l y ,  c a n n e d  f r u i t ,  c a n n e d  v e g e t a b l e s ,  s o u p s ,  m a c a r o n i  &  c h e e s e ,  p a s t a  s a u c e ,
p a s t a ,  p a n c a k e  m i x ,  c a k e  m i x ,  b r o w n i e  m i x ,  s y r u p ,  c e r e a l  a n d  m a y o .  

A H E R A  i s  a  f e d e r a l  l a w  e n a c t e d  i n  1 9 8 7 ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a l l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  
r e - i n s p e c t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a s b e s t o s  c o n t a i n i n g  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s .  T h e  D i s t r i c t ’ s
A H E R A  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  y o u r  r e v i e w  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e .  I f  y o u
h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o n c e r n s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  R o b e r t  W h i t a k e r ,
A s s i s t a n t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  F i n a n c e  a n d
H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  a t  8 4 5 - 9 8 5 - 2 2 9 6  x  5 2 0 1 .

A H E R A  C O M P L I A N C E  A C T I V I T I E S
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ATHLETICS FALL ACCOMPLISHMENTS
C r a i g  C o s t a  h a s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  t o p  1 0
i n d i v i d u a l l y  i n  f i v e  i n v i t a t i o n a l s  w i t h  a  b i g
s e c o n d  p l a c e  f i n i s h  a t  M a n h a t t a n  C o l l e g e
I n v i t a t i o n a l .  C r a i g  i s  c u r r e n t l y  r a n k e d  # 1 6
i n  C l a s s  D .

V a n  F u r m a n  h a s  p l a c e d  f i r s t  i n  f o u r
i n v i t a t i o n a l s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  i s  c u r r e n t l y
r a n k e d  # 1  i n  C l a s s  D  a n d  # 8  o v e r a l l  i n  N Y S .

O C I A A  C h a m p i o n s h i p  i s  n e x t  w e e k  w h e r e  w e
h o p e  f o r  a  T o p  3  T e a m  f i n i s h .

G i r l s  V a r s i t y  S o c c e r
G i r l s  V a r s i t y  S o c c e r  e n d e d  t h e  r e g u l a r
s e a s o n  w i t h  a  1 3 - 1  r e c o r d .  T h e  t e a m  e a r n e d
t h e  2 n d  s e e d  i n  t h e  p o s t s e a s o n  a n d  w i l l
h o s t  P i n e  P l a i n s  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  O c t o b e r
2 5 t h  a t  2 : 0 0  p m .  P l e a s e  c o m e  o u t  a n d
s u p p o r t  t h e  t e a m !

V a r s i t y  F o o t b a l l  
V a r s i t y  F o o t b a l l  w i l l  b e  t h e  t h i r d  s e e d  f r o m
o u r  d i v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  p l a y o f f s .  M i s h a
K h o d a k o v s k i ,  J o s h  F a n s l a u ,  a n d  Z a c h
W h i p p l e  h a v e  b e e n  l e a d i n g  t h e  t e a m  o n
o f f e n s e .  T r a v i s  C a p a w a n a ,  E a s t o n  S c a n n a ,
a n d  C o l i n  M o n e l l  h a v e  b e e n  l e a d e r s  o n
d e f e n s e .  T h e  t e a m  l o o k s  t o  m a k e  a  r u n  i n
t h e  p l a y o f f s  s t a r t i n g  n e x t  w e e k .

B o y s  V a r s i t y  S o c c e r
T h e  s e a s o n  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  g r o w t h .  T h e  b o y s
w o r k e d  e n d l e s s l y  o n  t h e  f i e l d ,  n e v e r  g a v e
u p  a n d  f o r  t h a t  w e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f
t h e m .  W e ’ r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  c o n t i n u e d
g r o w t h  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  n e x t  y e a r .  

C h e e r l e a d i n g
T h i s  s e a s o n  t h e  V a r s i t y  C h e e r  t e a m  h a s
b e e n  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e y
w e r e  a s k e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  T r a c t o r  P a r a d e .  T h e
t e a m  r a n  a  f a c e  p a i n t i n g  b o o t h  a n d
i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t
d a y .  

T h e  v a r s i t y  c h e e r  t e a m  i s  s t a r t i n g  t o
p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g  C h e e r l e a d i n g
C o m p e t i t i o n  s e a s o n  w h i c h  s t a r t s  N o v e m b e r
1 3 t h .  

G i r l s  V o l l e y b a l l
A s  c o a c h e s  w e  w e r e  s o  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o
s t a r t  a  V o l l e y b a l l  p r o g r a m  t h i s  y e a r .  W e
h a v e  2 0  y o u n g  l a d i e s  w h o  s h o w  u p  a n d  w o r k
h a r d  a n d  h o p e  t o  g a i n  m o r e  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e .
T h e i r  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i s
e x c i t i n g  t o  w a t c h  a n d  b e  a  p a r t  o f .  W e  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  n e x t  y e a r  w h e n  w e  c a n  c o m p e t e
a g a i n s t  o t h e r  s c h o o l s .

T r i - V a l l e y  h a d  a  g r e a t  t u r n o u t  f o r  o u r
F a l l  s p o r t s  s e a s o n .  2 0 3  a t h l e t e s  i n
g r a d e s  7 - 1 2  p a r t i c i p a t e d  o n  o u r  1 5  t e a m s
t h a t  w e  f i e l d e d  t h i s  F a l l .  W e  a d d e d  a
G i r l s  V o l l e y b a l l  p r o g r a m  t h a t  i n c l u d e d
2 0  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a n d  a  M o d i f i e d
C h e e r l e a d i n g  t e a m  t h a t  o f f e r e d  5
s t u d e n t s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .

G i r l s  V a r s i t y  C r o s s  C o u n t r y :
P o s t s e a s o n  P r o s p e c t s :  
T h e  G i r l s  t e a m  w i l l  h a v e  a  m a j o r
m a t c h u p  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d  M t .  A c a d e m y
f o r  t h e  S e c t i o n a l  T i t l e .  B o t h  t e a m s  h a v e
b e e n  r a n k e d  a s  t o p  1 0  t e a m s  f o r  N e w
Y o r k  S t a t e  C l a s s  D  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w o
w e e k s .  T h e  g o a l  i s  t o  w i n  s e c t i o n a l s  a n d
s e n d  a  t e a m  t o  t h e  C l a s s  D  S t a t e
C h a m p i o n s h i p  w i t h  e y e s  o n  a  t o p  t h r e e
f i n i s h .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f
s e c t i o n a l s ,  T r i - V a l l e y  g i r l s  w i l l  h a v e
c o m p e t i t o r s  a t  t h e  S t a t e  C h a m p i o n s h i p s
i n c l u d i n g  A n n a  F u r m a n  w h o  i s  c u r r e n t l y
r a n k e d  1 s t  f o r  C l a s s  D .  

T e a m  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s :  O C I A A
D i v i s i o n  5  C h a m p i o n s ,  u n d e f e a t e d  d u a l
m e e t  r e c o r d  o f  9 - 0 ,  a n d  3 r d  p l a c e  a t  t h e
G r o u t  I n v i t a t i o n a l

I n d i v i d u a l  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s :  
A n n a  F u r m a n  -  T o p  r a n k e d  r u n n e r  i n
S e c t i o n  9 ,  O C I A A ,  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  ( C l a s s
D ) .  R a n k e d  1 3 t h  o v e r a l l  i n c l u d i n g  a l l
c l a s s e s  ( p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e )  i n  N e w  Y o r k .
F i n i s h e d  1 s t  i n  h e r  r e s p e c t i v e  r a c e s  a t
W a r w i c k  W a v e M a n i a  I n v i t e ,  V V S  I n v i t e ,
M c Q u a i d  I n v i t e  a n d  1 s t  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l
e v e n t  a t  t h e  G r o u t  I n v i t e .  
A m e l i a  M i c k e l s o n  -  R a n k e d  o n  t h e  t o p
g i r l s  l i s t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  ( C l a s s  D ) ,  a n d
p r o j e c t e d  t o  f i n i s h  i n  t h e  t o p  4  a t  t h e
s e c t i o n a l  c h a m p i o n s h i p s .  
E m m a  R i c h a r d s o n  -  R a n k e d  o n  t h e  t o p
g i r l s  l i s t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  ( C l a s s  D ) .

B o y s  V a r s i t y  C r o s s  C o u n t r y  
T h e  B o y s  t e a m  i s  9 - 0  i n  d u a l  m e e t
c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  h a s  c a p t u r e d  t h e  O C I A A
D i v i s i o n  T i t l e .  T h e  t e a m  i s  r a n k e d  # 5  i n
N Y S P H S A A  C l a s s  D .  T h e y  h a v e  t r a v e l e d
t o  s i x  m a j o r  I n v i t a t i o n a l s  a r o u n d  t h e
s t a t e  t h i s  y e a r .



P A G E  7  Tri-Valley Central School District / November 2023 / www.trivalleycsd.org  

34 Moore Hill Road 
Grahamsville, New York 
12740 

Tri-Valley Central
School District

Produced in cooperation with the Capital Region BOCES Communications Service.

NOVEMBER 2023

Keith Stryker, President
Timothy Dymond, Vice-
President
Tammi Chaboty
Brent Clarke
George Dean
Travis Hartman
Patrick Kelly
Jim McCarthy
Rose Woods
Erin Long, Superintendent

UPCOMING EVENTS:

N o v e m b e r  6 ,  2 0 2 3

N o v e m b e r  1 0 ,  2 0 2 3

N o v e m b e r  1 3 ,  2 0 2 3

N o v e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 2 3

N o v e m b e r  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3

N o v e m b e r  2 0 .  2 0 2 3

N o v e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 2 3

N o v e m b e r  2 2 - 2 4 ,  2 0 2 3

    S e n i o r  P o r t r a i t  R e t a k e  D a y  S S  

    V e t e r a n s '  D a y -  S c h o o l  C l o s e d

    V a r s i t y  &  J V  S p o r t s  R e g i s t r a t i o n  O p e n s

    E S  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s

    S S  P a r e n t  T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s
    B o a r d  M e e t i n g

    M o d i f i e d  S p o r t s  R e g i s t r a t i o n  O p e n s

    E a r l y  R e l e a s e  f o r  S t u d e n t s

    T h a n k s g i v i n g  R e c e s s -  S c h o o l  
    c l o s e d

N o v e m b e r  2 9 ,  2 0 2 3

N o v e m b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 2 3

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 3

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 3

D e c e m b e r  1 2 ,  2 0 2 3

D e c e m b e r  1 3 ,  2 0 2 3

D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 0 2 3

    E S  P T O  M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  

    B o a r d  M e e t i n g  ( I f  N e e d e d )

    E S  P i c t u r e  R e t a k e  D a y  

    P T O  H o l i d a y  ( W i n t e r )  E v e n t  

    G r a d e s  9 - 1 2  W i n t e r  C o n c e r t

    G r a d e s  4 - 8  W i n t e r  C o n c e r t

    B o a r d  M e e t i n g  
    G r a d e s  9 - 1 2  W i n t e r  C o n c e r t  S n o w   
    D a t e  
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